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Uniformity Principle 
«There is no reason for claiming that language did not vary in the same patterned ways in the past as it has 
been observed to do today» (Romaine 1982: 122)


Bad data problem 
«Historical documents survive by chance, not by design, and the selection that is available is the product of 
an unpredictable series of historical accidents. The linguistic forms in such documents are often distinct 
from the vernacular of the writers, and instead reflect efforts to capture a normative dialect that never was 
any speaker’s native language. As a result, many documents are riddled with the effects of hypercorrection, 
dialect mixture, and scribal error». […] Historical linguistics can then be thought of as the art of making the 
best use of bad data. The art is a highly developed one, but there are some limitations of the data that 
cannot be compensated for. 

(William Labov. 1994. Principles of linguistic change. Vol. I:. Internal Factors. Oxford: Blackwell (p. 11).
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distinzione tra 

1) General Uniformity Principle:«no linguistic state of affairs (structure, inventory, process, etc.) can have been the 

case only in the past»

2) Uniform Probabilities Principle: «the global, cross-linguistic likelihood of any linguistic state of affairs (structure, 

inventory, process, etc.) has always been roughly the same as it is now»
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Macro-analisi, cioè studiare la società attraverso la lente della lingua


1990. The Sociolinguistics of Language. Oxford: Blackwell

Micro-analisi, cioè studiare come la società usa le diverse varianti di 
una lingua (dialettologia)

















